But soon tthe conflict of objectives between the
Congress and the British led to a rift between them.
To the bulk of Congressmen provincial power was
an instrument for some day breaking the Centre.
To the British statesmen, it was a step by which the
Congress could come in to work the federal part of
the Constitution. Among Congressmen those who
believed that the provincial power under the consti-
tution if properly utilised could lead India to the
control of the federal part and as a next step to 'sub-
sltance of independence,' were a mere handful.
A diagnosis of the present situation is not pos-
sible without an appraisal of the situation in 1939.
1.   Lord Linlithgow was very anxious that the
Congress should help to bring in ithe Federal part of
the Act.   He warned us that if it was not allowed to
come  India  would  be   disrupted in  the  name  of
Pakistan.
2.   He was equally keen on bringing up the ad-
ministration in the States to a fair standard of effi-
ciency and responsibility in spite of the opposition of
his Political Department.
3.   He was convinced that now that the Congress
had come in to work the Constitution, Britain and
the Congress would continue to remain friends suffi-
ciently long to usher in a new era.   To use his own
words:
"Section 93 is a nightmare. You cannot get away,
from me, and I cannot get away from you*
The circumstances daily arising in India and
the world render that impossible."*
*   Quoted from my notes of a conversation early in 1939.
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